Merger Makes NU 20th Largest University 
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Nebraska U Athletic Teams 


Omaha athletic teams have enjoyed rea- 
sonable success under the label Omaha Uni- 
versity. Football squads have played in and 
won two bowl games. In 1954 Don Cardwell's 
Indians defeated Eastern Kentucky. The 1962 
CIC champions downed East Central Okla- 
homa in the All-Sports Bowl in Oklahoma 
City. 

On the diamond, the Indians under coach 
Virg Yelkin have not seen too many famines or 
failures. In 1959 and 1965, Yelkin guided his 
charges to the runner-up spot in the NAIA 
national tournament. 


This past spring, the baseball Indians were 
beaten in the Area tourney by William Jewell, 
the eventual NAIA champ. 


Wrestling is now enjoying a fast-born 
success. Don Benning, present coach, has 
guided the mat fortunes to a runner-up spot in 
the NAIA national tourney. 


Next season, under the new banner, the 
campus will host the NAIA national tourna- 
ment. Perhaps then the Indians will achieve 
the long-awaited national title. 


Track fans have cheered record-setting 
performances by Ken Gould, Roger Sayers 
and Terry Williams. 


Basketball, golf and tennis squads, though 
not deficient in championships, have not jour- 
neyed to national tournaments. The cagers 


were defeated by Chadron State in the Area 
NAIA playoffs in 1967. A victory would have 
sent the Indians to the national tourney. 


The certain rush of new outstate students 
to this campus can only help the athletic pro- 
gram. 


Enrollment, according to school officials, 
is expected to jump to the point where, in a 
few years, the Omaha campus’ students will 
outnumber those on the Lincoln campus. The 
quality of athletes should rise along with the 
quantity. 

The improvements needed for so long 
will be possible with more money available for 
building purposes. Stadium lights and per- 
manent stands on the east side could be in the 
near future. An addition to the Fieldhouse 
has been in the planning stages for years. 


As one looks at the past, it is hard to 
imagine that the athletic program of a school 
this size could improve, but as one looks ahead 
it is hard to envision anything but improve- 
ment, 


There are factors that have already been 
seen that will improve athletics and certainly 
there are other factors which will take place 
to add to this improvement. 


For sports, intramural or intercollegiate, 
the merger must be looked at as an era of 
advance. 


UNO’s Metro-Role 
Lends Campus Identity 


"The future only, is our goal. We are 
never living, but only hoping to live; and look- 
ing forward always to being happy, it is in- 
evitable that we never are so." 

So said Blaise Pascal, 17th century French 
religious philosopher. And yet with the merg- 
er of the University of Nebraska and the 
Municipal University of Omaha the people 
must look forward to the future while devel- 
oping the present. 

Dr. Kirk Naylor, president of the Omaha 
campus, stated this aptly when he remarked 
"We will expand our services and offerings 
in the future but never at the cost of main- 
taining academic excellence." 

"We will continue all of our present pro- 
grams" he continued," and | believe we will 
remain largely a metropolitan university." 

But the university, in this age of chal- 
lenge and fear, progress and disappointment, 
advancement and reversal, will play and in- 
creasingly more important role in the lives of 
the members of the community. 

Omaha University in its past has spoken 
well for this aspect of its curriculum. The 
night coures offered on the Omaha campus 
are the envy of many other universities. Every 
year a large number of citizens attend school 
to aid them in their professional pursuits. 

But the merger will not only usher in a 
new era for UNO it will see the passing of 
the municipal university in Nebraska. 

The merger will, in a sense, end the self 


‘imposed isolation which the university has 


placed upon itelf. = > 

The Univerity of Nebraska will be divided 
into three areas. The Lincoln campus, the 
Omaha campus, and the Medical school in 
Omaha. 

Run by the University of Nebraska Board 
of Regents, the OU Board of Regents will be 
abolished. 

The three campuses will place the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska twentieth in overall en- 
rollment for universities in the nation. 

UNO, located in a large metropolitan 
area will experience growth perhaps surpass- 
ing the Lincoln campus in the future. The 
physical growth of the university will be 
forced to keep pace with the increasing en- 
rollment. 

The campus this year saw the addition 
of a new group of temporary buildings to 
house the increased enrollment and faculty 
members who will relieve the pressure of the 
booming student increase. 

A new science building, sponsored by 
UNO and the federal government, is on the 
drawing board. The campus is on the move. 

In co-ordination with the Lincoln campus 
UNO will begin to offer more graduate 
ues and open up some fields of doctorate 
work. 

But the universities of the future, espe- 
citlly one located in a large metropolitan area, 
will have more responsibilities than the edu- 
cation of the youth. They wil play an im- 
portant role in the developing of the com- 
munity. 

Already UNO has joined forces wit 
Creighton University in forming the Inter- 
Institutional Task Force with the purpose of 
bringing resources common to both univer- 
sities to bear on the problem of race relations 
in Omaha. 

"The university should become an inte- 
gral part of the community," Dr. Naylor said, 
"We are now beginning to come down out 
of our ivory towers and accomplish this." 

"The university in the future," said Dr. 
Naylor, "will play a role in activities which 
we cannot even now begin to imagine." 


